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PALAZZO LATERANENSE 
CASA DEL VESCOVO DI ROMA

PONTIFF’S HALL 1.
EMPEROR’S HALL2.
SAMUEL’S HALL 3.
DAVID’S HALL4.
SOLOMON’S HALL5.
ELIJAH’S HALL6.
DANIEL’S HALL7.
GLORY OR SEASONS’ HALL8.

 9.APOSTLES’ HALL
 10.CONSTANTINE’S HALL
 11.PRIVATE APARTMENT
12. PRIVATE CHAPEL



1.PONTIFF’S HALL
It takes its name from the depiction of nineteen popes along the frieze of the upper register of the
room. The latter, from the wooden ceiling to the wall decorations, is a hymn to the works carried out
by Pope Sixtus V in the city of Rome. The room, however, is today commonly known as the Hall of the
Lateran Pacts, since these were stipulated here on 11 February 1929 between the Kingdom of Italy and
the Holy See. The furnishings of the room include the chairs used to sign the Concordat of 1929. These
objects symbolize the beginning and conclusion of the "Roman Question", the end of the Papal State
and the beginning of the Vatican City State. 
In the lower part of the room, there are a series of banners showing Sixtus'V civil works. After facing
financial problems, Sixtus V liberalized trade and introduced fair taxation. This earned him the Roman
nickname of "the tough Pope". 
 In the opposite part at the end of the room there is the bronze bust of Pope Sixtus V, created by
Aurelio Lombardi between 1608 and 1610.



2.EMPERORS’HALL
It takes its name from the fourteen emperors who defended and safeguarded the Christian faith in their
kingdoms and who are represented inside the room. The cruciger coins of these sovereigns were found
at the time of the demolition of the Patriarchy, commissioned by Pope Sixtus V, and are today
preserved in precious reliquaries. The coins depict a cross on one side and a portrait of an emperor on
the other. 
In the painted frieze, there is a depiction of Pope Sixtus V bestowing indulgences on the beneficiaries
of the coins. On the opposite side of the room the emperors themselves are portrayed while paying
homage to the allegory of the Church of Rome. The ceiling, built in the 19th century based on a design
by the architect Luigi Poletti, shows the coats of arms of Pope Gregory XVI Cappellari, who promoted
the radical restoration of the Palace. Among the furnishings, there is the bust of Pope Gregory XVI
Cappellari and four large tapestries. The latter depict scenes such as the Adoration of the Shepherds,
the Baptism of Jesus, the Supper in the Pharisee's house and the Pasce Oves Meas, underlining the
importance of faith and conversion.



3.SAMUEL’S HALL
The room takes its name from the wall decorations which have as their subject the biblical events of
Samuel and were created by Cesare Nebbia and Giovanni Guerra. Samuel is known to have been the
first profet who started the series of kings of Israel "by anointing". The prophetic figure of Samuel
reminds to the Church that his task is to instruct and guard the faithful in faith and charity. At the center
of the vault, a large coat of arms of Pope Sixtus V, surrounded by four episodes from the life of the
prophet. At the corners of the vault, four allegorical female figures are also shown representing Charity,
Religion, Hope and Faith.



4.DAVID’S HALL
Golden stuccoes in this room characterize the vault which presents episodes from the life of King
David, whose lineage Joseph, the foster father of Jesus, descends..
At the four corners of the room there are the heraldic coat of arms of Pope Sixtus V, alongside pairs of
allegorical female figures: Concordia, Piety, Temperance, Prudence, Justice and Fortitude. In the center
of the main wall, there is a large tapestry depicting Joseph recognized by his brothers. The scene tells
the story of Joseph, sold by his brothers and becoming an important advisor to Pharaoh in Egypt. On
the opposite wall, you will find the portrait of Saint Pius X, the first holy pope of the twentieth century,
known for his Major Catechism. This portrait shows the pope with his catechism, which played an
important role in teaching Christian doctrine.



5.SOLOMON’S HALL
Five frescoes represent some episodes from the life of King Solomon, the wise builder of the Temple of
Jerusalem.

In the center it is possible to admire Solomon asking God for wisdom.1.
Above the windows: The passage of royal powers from David to Solomon, the new king of Israel.2.
The transportation of the Ark of the Covenant into the Temple of Jerusalem, at the top of the
entrance door.

3.

On the opposite wall, the famous Judgment of Solomon.4.
 Above the tapestry, Solomon is visited by the Queen of Sheba.5.

In the corners of the room there are the heraldic coats of arms of Pope Sixtus V, which include three
mountains with three crowns, a star and crossed keys. Furthermore, an obelisk also appears between
the two Roman columns with the statues of Paul and Peter on top. The room is decorated with two
large tapestries from the Gobelins manufacture of 1725 and from the Faubourg St. Marcel manufacture.
From the windows of this room you can see the wonderful 32 meter high red granite obelisk.



6.ELIJAH’S HALL
The frescoes on the vault of this small room tell the story of the prophet Elijah, known for his miracles
that anticipated those of Jesus Christ.

Elijah rebukes King Ahab and Queen Jezebel for their idolatry.1.
Above the window, you can see the representation of the rain unleashed by God on King Ahab.2.
On the walls with doors, observe Elijah making a sacrifice to God on Mount Carmel after defeating
the 450 prophets of the god Baal and the prophet himself ascending into heaven on a chariot of
fire, leaving his cloak to his disciple Elisha .

3.

In the central panel, you can admire the "Transfiguration of Jesus on Mount Tabor," where Jesus
appears in glorious form together with Moses and Elijah.

4.

In the room, you will also find an elegant tapestry from the Adries Van Butsel Manufactory in Antwerp,
which depicts Suleiman Çelebi crowned sultan with the tacit consent of Tamerlane. This act of
recognition contributed to the survival of the Byzantine Empire.



7.DANIEL’S HALL
The room is the largest room of the papal apartment and takes its name from the depictions of the
vault which, divided into five sections, it presents some episodes from the life of Daniel, the last of the
four great prophets who anticipated the coming of Christ. The figure of this prophet, engaged in the
fight against idolatry, is often tinged with apocalyptic tones and specifically recalls the announcement
of messianic times.

Daniel, in the centre, has been thrown into the lions' den but the prophet Habakkuk is there to help
him, carried by an angel.

1.

On the wall of the entrance door, Daniel's accusers are thrown into the lions' den.2.
Above the windows, Daniel demonstrates to King Cyrus the deception of the seventy priests of
Bel, scattering the ashes with the help of a sieve.

3.

In the next panel Daniel shows King Cyrus the footprints left in the ashes by the priests. 4.
Finally Daniel destroys the image of Bel by killing the dragon.5.

In the room you will also find three large tapestries from the Gobelins Manufacture: "Esther brought
before King Ahasuerus," The "Judgment of Solomon", "Susanna accused of adultery by the two elders".



8.GLORY OR SEASONS’ HALL
The name of the room derives from the pictorial representations of the vault, among which, in the
centre, we have the allegory of Glory, depicted as a winged woman who supports the heraldic
mountains of Pope Sixtus V with her right hand and holds a palm in her left hand. The personifications
of the four seasons are painted around the Glory. The seasons refer to the kingdom of the Church,
which will never fail until the completion of History to lead the People of God into the Kingdom of
Heaven. For this reason, this room has always been used as a throne room. 
In the corners, there are pairs of allegorical female figures and cherubs showing the products of the
seasons, surmounted by heraldic coat of arms of Pope Sixtus V, such as mountains crowned with pear
branches and seven-armed candelabra with books and stars.
In the room there are also four tapestries reproducing:
"The Healing of the Paralytic in the Pool of Bethesda", a miracle of Jesus which sparked scandal among
the Jews; "The Raising of Lazarus" - Tells the miracle of Jesus who awakened Lazarus from the dead; the
"Saints Peter and Paul" and the "Portrait of Pius XII".



9.APOSTLES’ HALL
This room takes its name from the wall decorations where ten great episodes from the life of Jesus are
frescoed, concerning the mission of the Apostles. The arrangement of these frescoes is designed to
give the illusion that there are large tapestries alternating with paintings. Some of the episodes
depicted include Jesus' calling of the Apostles, the choice of Matthias to replace Judas, and the
sending of the Apostles on a mission. 
In the center of the room, there is an oil on canvas representing Pius IX's visit to the Crypt of Santa
Cecilia in the Catacombs of San Callisto, which took place in 1854. Next to this commemorative work,
there is a portrait of Pius IX. On the side walls you can see two tapestries from the Gobelins
Manufacture: one depicts the moment in which Jesus makes Peter the leader of the Apostles, and the
other represents the sacrifice of Lystra, a story taken from the Acts of the Apostles in which Saint Paul
heals a paralytic.



10.CONSTANTINE’S HALL
The room takes its name from the frescoes that represent the life of the emperor Constantine the Great and it

highlights the importance of Constantine whose conversion brought about the end of the persecutions and the

possibility of worship for Christians, sanctioned with the Edict of Milan (313 AD). 

The walls are decorated with a frescoed frieze narrating important episodes of the emperor's life: which include

the vision of Constantine, on the entrance wall, the imperial recognition of the authority of Pope Sylvester I, the

baptism of Constantine. The last panel, above the exit door, depicts Constantine offering gifts to the Church. 

The ceiling of this room was rebuilt in the 19th century according to the design of the architect Poletti.
In addition to the frescoes, in the room you will find the bust of Pope Pius IX Mastai Ferretti. There are
also two large eighteenth-century tapestries in wool, silk, gold and gilded silver, both from the
Gobelins Manufacture. On the wall, there is a portrait of Cardinal André-Hercule de Fleury, who was the
personal chaplain of Queen Maria Theresa of France and minister of state of Louis XIV. This period
brought economic and social stability to France.



11. PRIVATE APARTMENT
The private apartment is made up of four rooms furnished in a very austere way: dining room, bedroom with

bathroom, library and antechamber and the chapel. 

In the Dining Room, there is the table with the seat intended for the Holy Father while on the opposite wall

there is a portrait of Pope Pius IX, the pontiff who "took possession" of the Lateran Chair twice. The Bedroom

features a Renaissance bed, surrounded by works of art. 

Private audiences with reigning princes and ambassadors took place in the Library. This room is decorated with

works that recall the Popes who wanted and maintained this private apartment: John XXIII, Paul VI and John

Paul II. John XXIII is associated with a bronze portrait of John Fitzgerald Kennedy, which recalls his peacemaking

action during the Cold War. You will also find works representing Paul VI and John Paul II during important

apostolic journeys. 

In the antechamber there is a desk for the Pope's personal secretary and a marble bust portraying Pius IX. On a

nearby table, you will see a modern portrait of John XXIII in prayer, a work that pays homage to this Pope's role

in the Church.



12. PRIVATE CHAPEL
The Anti-Chapel and the Private Chapel of the Lateran are decorated with stuccos, frescoes and floors

Renaissance style majolica tiles. The flooring dates back to the restorations of the 1960s, completed under the

pontificate of Paul VI. In the Private Chapel the central theme is the Resurrection of Jesus. The frescoes tell

stories of this event, while figures of the Greek and Latin Church Fathers appear on the sails. In the five main

panels you will find the Resurrection of the Lord, the appearance of Jesus to Magdalene and the apostles, the

appearance to St. Thomas and the Ascension. 

Among the furnishings there is a Gobelins tapestry with the Virgin Mary holding the Baby Jesus on the throne,

surrounded by adoring angels. There are also two splendid Roman tapestries hanging on the side walls, one with

Pentecost and the other with the Annunciation. 

In the Anti-Chapel, another tapestry, by Manifattura Barberini, depicts the Resurrection. It is interesting to note

that Pope John XXIII had expressed the desire to be buried in this Chapel, but was ultimately forced to give up

since Popes are usually buried in places accessible to the faithful. In addition to these rooms, the large Loggia

offers a look at frescoes that tell stories from the Old and New Testaments.
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